Strategies For Narrowing A Research Question
Developing a clear, focused research question can be challenging. A good research question should
match the purpose for an assignment and provide a thesis statement or argument. These strategies can
help you turn a mishmash of general information into a good research question.

What does a good research question look like? Research questions ask us to consider all the small
guestions and answers we find as part of a single problem. They usually are:

¥ Focused on a specific area of curiosity within the discipline or assignment

I Clear and precisely stated

T Not a topic, a fragment, a phrase, or a statement

NOTE: Research questions should not be simple questions of fact that can be answered
quickly.

Strategy One: Answer the simple guestions
Freewriting with the following steps can quickly generate ideas for a research question.
1. List your interests as they pertain to your specific discipline or assignment.
2. Consider one of the items on your list. Jot down everything you know about the topic as quickly
as you can (lists or paragraphs are equally useful).
3. Find the answers to the following questions, and add them to what you already have: “Who?
What? When? Where? Why? How? So what?” and “What if?” These represent possible “gaps” in
your knowledge; the last four are particularly tough because they are open-ended. Open-

Cayla Buttram, David MacMillan, & Dr. R. T. Koch, Jr.
Updated November 2012
UNA Center for Writing Excellence



